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Combatting Human Trafficking 
Written by: Jojo Poon  
 
Martha (obscured) spent her early years with her mother who 

worked as a sex worker in the red-light district of Mumbai,  

India. “At the age of 16, my mother met a guy when she was in 

Nepal. He said he could refer her to work at better places in 

the cities, and she ended up being sold to work at the red-light 

district in Mumbai.” With the help of a generous woman from 

her hometown, Martha was spared from having to suffer the 

same fate as her mother’s.  

 

“Every one of us could fall prey to human traffickers with a tiny 

change of situation,” as expressed time and again by the  

frontline workers serving sex trafficked victims in Hong Kong, 

and by our international partners who serve victims in Asia.  

 

The lack of awareness to trafficking practices, limited  

opportunities to employment and education, and general  

ignorance to gender inequality and children rights are some of 

the contributing factors that made the indigenous members in 

Nepal, India, Myanmar, and northern Thailand, especially 

women and children like Martha’s mother and Martha,  

vulnerable to enslavement, bonded labour and sexual  

exploitation. 

 

The threat grew ever worse as human trafficking is now only 

trailing drug dealing as the second largest illegal trade sector 

in the world. The “commodities” of human trafficking could be 

resold and re-abused, while drugs could only be consumed 

once. How could we sit still and ignore all the victimised  

individuals who possess God’s image and are cherished 

deeply by Him?  

 

In 2008, CEDAR started supporting its partner in Cambodia 

who provides post-traumatic counseling to sold women,  

assisting them to start a new life. We have expanded our 

efforts since 2013 to support multiple organisations in Asia, 

including Nepal, India, northern Thailand, Myanmar, and near 

the borders of China and Myanmar. Our partners have been 

helping trafficking victims and prosecuting the offenders, 

while teaching communities to prevent human trafficking and 

organising restoration projects.  

 

RESCUE: Reach and Rescue Children and Women  

Victims 

Starting from 2013, CEDAR has been partnering with ethnic 

minority churches in China and Myanmar to build a support 

network to reach cross-border individuals including Burmese 

women who were sold as brides and youth who were sold 

into forced labour. The churches have been able to rescue 

some of the brides and labourers and helped them to return 

home. Our Myanmar partner has also bored fruits in saving 

young girls who worked in the red-light districts of Yangon 

from the control of pimps and commercial sex activities. 

 

PROSECUTION: Arresting Traffickers  

Thailand, being an exporter, importer, and port of sex  

trafficking activities, is the major hub of commercial sex in 

Southeast Asia. Our partners there cooperate with the local 

police in search and arrest of human traffickers in red-light 

districts. “Locking them up prevents more innocent women 

and children from being sold as sex slaves,” our partner says. 

 

REHABILITATION: Protecting, Counseling, and Training 

Previous Victims 

In Nepal, Bangladesh, and Myanmar, our partners provide 

shelters, counseling, vocational training, and employment 

referral services for previous trafficked victims. Some of our 

partners even provide basic livelihood and education support 

for the victims’ children. “Rehabilitation is a long process 

since victims will experience bumps along the way…  

Culturally strong ties to the family is also causing some girls 

to return to the families who once betrayed them, making 

them vulnerable to being trafficked again.” 

 

FOCUS ~ HUMAN TRAFFICKING 



PREVENTION: Raising Awareness and Establishing  

Support Networks 

CEDAR and churches located near the China-Myanmar  

border have been promoting human trafficking and safety 

employment awareness among young labourers who wished 

to work in China. We also refer them to honest companies in 

China so that they would be in good hands. Our partners 

established church and community support networks in  

northern India and in mountainous communities of Nepal to 

mobilise and train churches to be aware of human trafficking 

issues within their communities and educate community 

members about the issue. They also provide small business 

loans for impoverished families to improve their livelihoods.  

 

When Martha was 7, a life-changing opportunity came up. A 

kind woman who was also from Martha’s hometown assisted 

Martha to seek help from our partner in Nepal who serves 

trafficked women and children. “I was loved and cared for as 

a family member here, and the most exciting thing was for me 

to see God’s work in my life—how He sent different people to 

save me from the dark and rebuilt me. I believe He had a 

plan for me from day one, that He’ll use me to testify for His 

faithfulness,” says Martha, who has already finished her  

degree and is currently working in the same facility that took 

care of her. 

 

There are over 160 countries where human trafficking  

activities were reported. Hong Kong is one of them, being the  

destination and port of trafficking victims. The sold and  

enslaved are much closer than we think, and products made 

by these exploited labourers are visible in every aspect of our 

lives.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit http://bit.ly/cedar-share225e to learn more 

about human trafficking.  

 

 

Human trafficking’s ties with the daily life of a Hong 

Konger: 

 

Clothing 

Some factories hire cheap child labourers, or even force 

them to become bonded labourers, forcing them to work  

long hours in hazardous environments. 

 

Food 

Low-paid child workers, some of them victims of human  

trafficking, are often hired by cocoa and coffee bean farms. 

They usually have to work long hours and many of them  

have never even tasted chocolate.  

 

Livelihood 

Hong Kong is a destination and proxy of human trafficking 

activities. Some initially sought help from loan agencies but 

ended up becoming bonded labourers after they arrived in 

Hong Kong. Some migrant maids were greeted with large 

commission charges from referral agencies after their  

arrivals, and had to pay their debts with their salaries. 

 

Entertainment 

When we enjoy breathtaking shows in circuses, we may not 

realise that some of the performers may be sold children and 

young girls who are harshly trained and treated daily. 

 

Anyone could join the fight against human trafficking 

and modern slavery! 

> Refuse to purchase products from sweatshops and  

unethical companies. 

> Raise awareness of the welfare of migrant maids and 

workers, and learn about their living and working  

conditions. 

> Report forced labour cases to authorities and  

awareness groups. 

> When you’re staying in a hotel, upload a photo of the 

room to https://traffickcam.com which would be used  

as evidence when prosecuting traffickers. 

> Support awareness groups and their work.  
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Joseph: Human Trafficking Survivor (Genesis 
37-50) 
 
The Bible was written thousands of years ago but it has much 
to say about what we might see as a modern problem:  
human trafficking.  
 
Roger Seth and his wife, Hiroko, first became aware of the 
issue of trafficking in 2005. Since then, they have responded 
by setting up Courage Homes, a shelter for girls recused from 
sex trafficking in New Delhi, India. Through Joseph’s story, 
Roger shows us that Judah, just like people who sell their 
own family members today, has overlooked the  
consequences and hurt that human trafficking brings. They 
have neglected the horror and tortures the victim suffers that 
cause them great pain.  
 
The incident in which Joseph was unjustly accused by  
Potiphar’s wife is similar to the experience of many trafficking 
victims, particularly sex trafficking survivors who find society 
blaming them for abuses done to them. Roger reminds us 
that God has worked miracles in Joseph’s life and will do so 
as well in trafficking survivors. Their life stories are not just 
about the exploitation they have suffered. Rather, they can 
grow beyond that abuse, to bring blessings to others.  
 
When God saw the Israelites enslaved in Egypt, He said: “I 
have seen… I have heard… I am concerned… so I have 
come down to rescue” (Exodus 3:7-8), and sent Moses to 
free His people. Today God continues to call us to join in His 
plan to set people free. We can follow God’s call to rescue 
and rehabilitate victims of human trafficking, to work to  
prevent others from being sold, and to bring the criminals 
involved to justice. Then we will surely discover many more 
“Josephs” through whom God can work, despite their  
tragedies, to bring “the saving of many lives”.  
 
Read full article: http://bit.ly/cedar-share225-biblestudy-e  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children are Priceless 
 
You can’t put a price on something that is valuable and  
precious, but 12-year-old Barla (obscured) was sold at the 
price of less than HK$16 to a pimp by her parents. 
 
This is the story of one of the trafficked children told by  
CEDAR’s partner, EFIC@R. EFIC@R started serving in  
northern India, a hot spot of human trafficking in 2012,  
establishing support networks that protect vulnerable  
children and rescue young victims such as Barla. 
 
Read Barla’s story: http://bit.ly/cedar-share225-cm-e  

 
This is Hong Kong 
Written by: Tsun Wan Yan  
 
It appears that Hong Kong has nothing to do with human  
trafficking, and our government did not sign the Protocol to 
Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking In Persons. In fact, 
Hong Kong is a port and destination of sold human  
commodities, and it has been placed on the Tier 2 watch list 
(same ranking as Afghanistan, Cuba, and Tunisia) for two 
consecutive years in the Trafficking in Persons Report by the 
U.S. Department of State. The ranking describes a country 
that is experiencing a significant increase in human trafficking 
victims, and that no tangible measures were established by 
the authorities. The Hong Kong government denies it has a 

BACK TO THE BIBLE 

 

JOIN HANDS JOIN HEARTS 
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human trafficking problem, but the Erwiana abuse case in 
2014 shocked the city and revealed the hidden side of modern 
slavery in Hong Kong.  
 
In May 2016, a group of high school seniors and I followed 
the lead of the Harmony Baptist Church to learn more about 
the sad realities of human trafficking and modern slavery by 
hearing the stories of Alison (obscured), who was sold to 
work in the red-light district of Wan Chai, and a migrant maid, 
Sophia (obscured), who was exploited and enslaved.  
 
“Every Night was a Nightmare” 
Alison spent her youths in the slums of the Philippines. She 
started working at the age of 17, and she thought she would 
live happily after she met her partner and became pregnant. 
Sadly, her boyfriend was charged for DUI and had to go to 
jail, and they were in desperate need of money. At that time, 
Alison’s long-exited mom suddenly called her and said she 
could refer her to work in Hong Kong. From the moment 
when Alison borrowed money from her relatives and arrived 
at Hong Kong through an agency, she had unknowingly  
started on a path of no-return.  
 
Alison recalled that every night was a nightmare to her. She 
was forced to be a sex worker in a bar after she arrived in 
Hong Kong. She tried everything to resist but the agency had 
numerous ways to threaten her, such as telling her to first 
repay her debt, or that they would break the news of her line 
of work to all her friends and families if she did not cooperate. 
Additionally, her mother kept asking for money. She was 
hopeless and thought about suicide. She resolved to drugs 
and alcohol to numb her pain.  
 
Fortunately, Alison met a generous person who found out 
about her situation and decided to help pay her debt as  
well as to help send her home where she now lives. She now 
has a small business to sells snacks in front of her house, and 
her son was able to go to school with the help of other NGOs.  
 
Without much knowledge and protection, many people from 
impoverished regions, like Alison, tend to be drawn to  
overseas jobs with great pay and not knowing most of them 
are traps. Success stories like Alison’s are very scarce; most 
of the victims lose their freedom and dignity after being sold.  
 
“I Became Hopeless” 
Sophia was promised a high-paid housemaid job with ample 
holidays in Hong Kong by an agency. It seemed to be the 
best thing for her as she wanted a steady job to improve her 
family’s living condition.  
 
Her bubble bursts when she was informed of the HK$24,000 
commission she has to pay the agency, a fortune compared  
to her monthly salary of HK$4,100. She could hardly send 
any money home after the monthly deduction.  
 
Furthermore, she was stripped of her freedom by her  
employer who prevented her from talking to any guests in the 
house nor contacting her family and friends from home. She 
was not allowed to have meals that conform to her religion. 
The agency later persuaded her employer to switch to another 
maid in order to take advantage of the denunciation penalty 
fees, which threaten her job security.  
 
Cases like these are only the tip of the iceberg. Chances are 
that we may have come across many other “Alisons” and 
“Sophias” every day. A student shared her thoughts after the 
sharing, “I felt ashamed. My family hired a maid who took 
care of me for over 10 years. I felt that Sophia’s sharing was 
speaking to me. I should care more about my maid and listen 
to her story as a human being, even as a family member, 

instead of a working machine.” Let’s pray that we could learn 
from the experience and start taking little steps. We could be 
the next generous person who gives hope to many other 
“Alisons” and “Sophias” who are still living in darkness.  
 

Overcoming the Obstacles of Sin and Pain 

 
To respond to human trafficking, we could certainly provide 
support and assistance to the victims. However, the traffickers, 
though evil, need care and love too.  
 
Earlier this year, Harmony Baptist Church hosted a seminar 
where the speaker talked about ways to walk with those who 
are battling with sins and those who have been hurt deeply by 
others’ sins. The speaker stressed that each of us is made to 
worship God, but if we don’t, we will find other idols to worship 
and become slaves to them. When we follow God’s words and 
worship Him and only Him, we will receive the light and wisdom 
that would break the chains of sin and overcome our grief. 
 
Read full article: http://bit.ly/cedar-share225-hk2-e 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Remarks: 
The financial report of 7/2016 to 6/2017 has not yet been audited. 
There is a total of HK$16.77 million spendings on our development and 
relief projects this fiscal year, and there is a total deficit of HK$773,506.  
Please support CEDAR's and its partners' work with prayers and donations.  

   Jul 16 – Jun 17  

Income Donations  HK$ 13,614,373 

 Grants   636,635 

 Appeal for Relief   1,698,578 

 Other Income   52,109 

   HK$ 16,001,695 

     

Expenditure Projects Asia  6,388,444 

  China  3,005,804 

  Africa  1,294,739 

 Disaster Relief &   2,961,603 

 Rehabilitation Projects    

 Education & Promotion  1,550,537 

 Depreciation  230,203 

 Administration  1,343,871 

  HK$ 16,775,201 

HK$ (773,506) Surplus/(Deficit)  

OPERATING STATEMENT 

  

http://bit.ly/cedar-share225-hk2-e

