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It’s kind of a dark humor to listen to your friends reminding you of 
the impoverished children in Africa upon the slightest hint of you 
wasting any food on the table. That however does depict how we 
typically imagine their current state to be, as the media often 
shows us pictures of the small African children with bloated 
stomachs due to malnutrition, who have generally no muscles to 
speak of. What the media failed to tell us was the aggregate of 
factors and backgrounds that caused these disheartening scenes. 
Zimbabwe in Africa, for example, has been notorious of its high 
rate of HIV/AIDS affection and an astronomically high rate of 
inflation. HIV/AIDS tore apart a lot of families and a lot of children 
lost their parents at a very young age, leaving them void of basic 
protection.

CEDAR has been fighting for the children in Zimbabwe for a long 
time. We partnered with local organizations to take care of the 
orphans of HIV/AIDS victims, and recently we started to help 
them to go through the legal processes of citizenship and 
inheritance registration, in order to protect their own rights. 
However, the problem lies deeper in the ripped relationships and 
unrest among the society, which made people hard to cooperate 
with and brought conflicts among ethnic groups and classes. Our 
goal is to alleviate the tension in the society and bring about 
practical, multi-faceted, and sustaining improvements on the 
personal level as well as in the people’s relationship with the 
environment.

Change Starting from the Younger Generation

Human is the foundation of society, and poverty is the 
representation of the lack of well-being of human and the lack of 
harmonious relationships between one another. Toxic 
competitiveness has led to oppression and mistreatment to the 
underprivileged, which pushed them further down the pit of 
poverty where the feeling of being loved and the sense of 
purpose in life are as deficient as the resources available. Our 
partner in Zimbabwe, the Family AIDS Caring Trust (FACT), were 
passionate in providing the orphans of HIV/AIDS victims integral 
and sustained care. They took care of the children’s spiritual 
needs as much as their physical needs, where their staff would 
listen to the children while also training the older ones to be the 
mentors of the newcomers. FACT has been successfully serving 
the children individually and instilling healthy values in them.

Restoration of relationship and reconnection in love is another 
mission of FACT. Children of HIV/AIDS victims are often under 
the care of their grandparents or other relatives, where tensions 
often arise due to the age gap between the caretakers and the 
children. A healthy family is fundamental in providing the love and 
care needed by the children, and FACT mediates the 
reconciliation processes in the families by hosting parenting 
workshops for grandparents that talks about ways to interact with 
the millennials; they also mobilize volunteers from churches to 
visit the families regularly and give support especially to the 
brothers and sisters of the HIV/AIDS victims whose children is left  
behind.

In Zimbabwe, a vast number of families are just barely getting by 
on a daily basis. Members of the Grandparents Savings Group 
held by FACT learned to manage their finance. Last year they 
were able to enjoy a well-supplied Christmas using their 
savings. 
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Children’s Rights Advancement

Children are the most vulnerable in our society who need the 
support of different societal members. Alas, systematic injustice 
and greed often run deep in the veins of our society that neglects 
the rights of the children and strip them from enjoying basic 
safety. CEDAR and our partner, the Trinity Project, are well aware 
that the reconciliation between social groups is also paramount in 
helping the children and orphans in poverty.

In Zimbabwe, a child’s birth certificate is his/ her ticket to enjoying 
basic civil rights; their parents’ death certificates guarantee that 
the child could inherit their properties. However, the complex 
bureaucracies prevented the children’s access to the documents 
needed, and consequently to their basic rights and protection. 
Trinity has been helping the children in pursuing what is rightfully 
theirs by guiding them through the registration process of their 
deceased parents and property inheritance, and resolving 
disputes where their inheritance were being forcefully procured. 
Trinity also hosted kids clubs with 15 local churches where 
children were taught how to defend their own rights and prepared 
them to better survive in the society.

Sibanda (obscured), 17, was exposed to AIDS from his mother 
since her pregnancy. His home was forcefully occupied by his 
close relatives, where they even took his food that is rationed by 
the clinic and left him to deteriorate. Trinity helped Sibanda in the 
registration of his parents’ death and the inheritance of his home, 
while also retrieving the social securities that is rightfully his which 
he had never received before. Sibanda’s health improved since 
his life became more stable.

Feeding the Children

Zimbabwe is mainly an agricultural society which is unfortunately 
experiencing an extended period of drought. The traditional way 
of farming also caused over-farming and soil erosion and 
degradation. The result was a heavy hit to the harvest of the local 
families that recently started to lose the ability to sustain 
themselves. To combat the situation and restore the relationship 
between human and the land given by God, CEDAR joined forces 
with a new partner, the Foundations for Farming (FfF), in the 
promotion of the sustainable agricultural campaign called “I Was 
Hungry”, which aimed to minimize the damage done to the 
Zimbabwean farms by applying sustainable agricultural 
techniques and using natural resources.

All these ministries had a single goal in mind that was often 
ignored—to restore the relationship between man and God. The 
human heart has been dominated by greed instead of our 
heavenly father, which in turn brooded the oppression, injustice, 
and poverty we see today. Children living in poverty might ignite 
our compassion, but that is only a window through which we 
could see the intertwined causes in the backstage. We as 

Christians and the church shall cooperate in supporting the 
Zimbabwean children in the face of national corruption, inflation, 
agricultural inefficiency, and systematic injustice. As 2016 comes 
to an end, let us join in the fight both spiritually in prayers and 
physically in supporting our overseas partners in their selfless 
devotions.

The one-year sustainable agricultural training program is hoping 
to produce 30 farming ambassadors who would promote 
sustainable farming methods to multiple societies where more 
people could be properly fed.

CEDAR’s Children Ministry Overview

CEDAR is partnering with 12 Christian organizations in 
Bangladesh, India, Myanmar, Nepal, China, Ethiopia, and 
Zimbabwe in a total of 12 projects that influences 4,482 children 
in ways including:

Holistic Care
• Providing basic necessities
• Spiritual cultivation
• Protecting children vulnerable to human trafficking
• Children’s rights advocacy and protection
• Educational support

Social Works
• Training social leaders and teachers that property support 

children
• Setting up children’s rights interest and awareness groups in 

societies that improves the living environment for children
• Raising human trafficking and children protection awareness 

through social events



A World that Prioritizes its Children (1 Samuel 1, 
3, 8) 

Parents wish the best for their children and tries to give them the 
greatest moral training, education, and development environment 
possible. Yet a more important question is how could we, as the 
child’s parents, mentors, or supporters far-away, fit in the unique 
plan God had in mind for each of them.

Samuel, like Jesus, is one of the few Biblical characters whose 
life from birth to death was recorded. CEDAR’s Chief Executive, 
Raymond Kwong, tried to deduce from Samuel’s life the way God 
develops a man and uses him to fulfill His plans. Read in more 
details at: http://bit.ly/cedar-share221e-biblestudy or reflect upon 
the following points personally or in your cell group.

God put Samuel in a good lineage under Ephraim in order for him 
to fulfill God’s plan. Samuel’s parents willingly presented Samuel 
to God, where he met his spiritual father, Eli, who guided and 
equipped Samuel since his young days and prepared him to be a 
Godly man. Samuel in his mature days, was able to discern and 
respond to God’s intention when he was told to speak with the 
Israelites.

Raising a child is the responsibility of both his/ her parents and 
the society. God could greatly use any kids that came into our 
lives, and we have the Godly purpose to create a world where 
they could exhibit His grace in them to the fullest potential, where 
they would glorify Him according to His unique plans in each of 
them.

Questions for Reflection:

1. What do you think God had in mind in giving you this 
particular upbringing?

2. How would you help your children or other children in their 
search for God’s unique plan in them?

3. How much time and effort have you spent in raising the 
younger generation?

4. Do you allow others to help you in teaching your kids? Are 
you willing to help others in teaching theirs?

BACK TO THE BIBLE

Indonesian Child Tobacco Workers Exploited

Indonesia is the fifth largest tobacco production country in the 
world with more than 500,000 tobacco farms. A report by Human 
Rights Watch published in May this year pointed out that there 
were thousands of Indonesian child laborers, some as young as 
8, working in tobacco farms in extremely bad conditions. The 
report found irreversible damage to the child laborers’ health and 
development due to their long-term contact with nicotine, toxic 
chemicals, usage of sharp tools, lifting of heavy objects, and 
working under extreme heat. Read the 13th June ePrayer issue, 
“Indonesian Child Tobacco Workers Exploited”, and pray for the 
neglected and enslaved child laborers in Indonesia.

https://cedarfundeng.wordpress.com/2016/06/13/
eprayer20160613/

Refugee Youth Faced Hopeless Future
“We used to dream of becoming doctors and teachers, but now 
all we think about is how to feed our families. I feel that we’re too 
young for all of this,” said a 17-years-old Syrian refugee in Turkey. 
A report focusing on 500 young refugees across Jordan, 
Lebanon, Turkey, and Iraq aged from 15-24 was published this 
April. The results revealed a whole generation of Syrian who 
generally lost hope in their future and are prepared to venture into 
Europe for better opportunities. A lot of them have reported to 
have suffered from lack of opportunities, physical assault, 
oppression, discrimination, and restricted mobility. Read the 28th 
April ePrayer issue, “Refugee youth faced hopeless future”, and 
pray for the people affected by war.

https://cedarfundeng.wordpress.com/2016/04/28/
eprayer20160428/

E-PRAYER

http://bit.ly/cedar-share221e-biblestudy
http://bit.ly/cedar-share221e-biblestudy


Making Changes and Loving One Another—Slum 
Projects Sharing 

According to a report of UN-HABITAT in 2014, one fourth of the 
urban population lives in the slums, the majority of which lives on 
the average income that is 1.9 USD lower than the international 
poverty line per day. Furthermore, the residents in the slums 
suffer from hardships besides low income such as oppression 
from employers, and the lack of access to clean water, hygiene 
facilities, and houses that are structurally safe. Children’s rights 
and women’s rights are often neglected, along with their 
unlikeliness to access education. The lack of resources and the 
rough living conditions also made the poor more vulnerable to 
natural disasters and diseases.

Taranum is an Indian girl living in the slums who was expected to 
be forced to drop out of school, get married early, and be at the 
mercy of other more privileged individuals.  She was the second 
oldest in her family who had to feed the family and could not 
continue her education. The lack of knowledge and skill limited 
her options seriously.

Rainy (obscured) is an Indian girl living in the slums of 
Bangladesh who experiences the same social and cultural 
limitations. Her family is of the lowest caste and could only 
sustain themselves by doing corpse cleaning and janitorial works. 
They were forbidden from interacting with their community and 
the women in the family were not allowed outside. Rainy’s 
parents were planning for her early marriage at 15 despite her 
reluctance.

We thank God for giving us the opportunity to involve in His work 
in the slums where we could help the children and young ones 
like Taranum and Rainy, who struggled tremendously in hopeless 
situations. We were able to strengthen the bonds between the 
local residents and organizations and enabled them to live a 
different life in spite of the physical and social constraints.

E-REPORT

CEDAR would like to appeal to churches and Christians for 
regular donations so that CEDAR can continue to support 
ongoing projects. 

Direct deposit> HSBC 600-385678-001 
Cheque> Payable to ‘CEDAR FUND’ 
Autopay> http://cedarfundeng.wordpress.com/donations/
Online donation> http://bit.ly/cedar-online-donation-eng 

DONATION & PARTNERSHIP

OPERATING STATEMENT

Jul - Sept 16Jul - Sept 16
Income> Donations HK$   2,384,808 

Grants -
Appeal for ReliefAppeal for Relief   85,995 
Other IncomeOther Income   3,121 

HK$   2,473,924 

Expenditure> Development Projects>Development Projects>Development Projects> Asia   1,882,076 
China   871,931 
Africa   873,098 

Disaster Relief &Disaster Relief &Disaster Relief &Disaster Relief &Disaster Relief &   413,431 
Rehabilitation ProjectsRehabilitation ProjectsRehabilitation ProjectsRehabilitation ProjectsRehabilitation Projects
Partnership DevelopmentPartnership DevelopmentPartnership DevelopmentPartnership Development   356,879 
AdministrationAdministration   335,974 

HK$   4,733,389 
Surplus/(Deficit)Surplus/(Deficit) HK$   (2,259,465)

• The annual budget from 7/2016 to 6/2017 is 18,100,608 HKD.
• There is a total of 3.6 million HKD spendings on projects from 

July to September this year. Reserves were used to cover the 
deficit.

• CEDAR is currently supporting its partners in their 
humanitarian and rescue efforts in the Haiti hurricane and the 
Yemen conflict.

• Please support CEDAR’s and its partners’ work with prayers 
and donations.

 

http://cedarfundeng.wordpress.com/donations/
http://cedarfundeng.wordpress.com/donations/
http://bit.ly/cedar-online-donation-eng
http://bit.ly/cedar-online-donation-eng

