
Human Trafficking
Written by: Lisa Chai (Senior Programme Officer)

It is estimated that globally about 20.9 million are affected by 
forced labours and among them 4.5 million (22%) are victims of 
forced sexual exploitation. Many of the 20.9 million are also 
victims of human trafficking. During the course of my serving as a 
project officer in the past 19 years for CEDAR, I have the 
opportunity to read documents, review proposals, talk to field 
partners and hear from community members about human 
trafficking issues. It is an issue that everyone wants to tackle and 
stop. However, the magnitude and complexity of the issue is 
difficult to grasp which means there are incorrect information and 
misperceptions out there. I hope the following discussions can 
serve to inform also as a reminder so that we can be on the same 
path to positively engage on the anti-human trafficking 
movement. 
         
Is human trafficking the same as human 
smuggling?  
These are two distinctive crimes. Human smuggling involves 
deliberate evasion of immigration laws and is the transport of an 
individual from one destination to another, usually with his or her 
consent. On the other hand, the definition on human trafficking 
defined in the United Nations Trafficking in Persons Protocol has 
three distinctive ‘constituent elements’: the act, the means and 
the purpose. The Trafficking in Persons Protocol specifies that: (i) 
an “action” being recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring 

or receipt of persons (ii) a “means” by which that action is 
achieved (threat or use of force or other forms of coercion, 
abduction, fraud, deception, abuse of power or a position of 
vulnerability, and the giving or receiving of payments or benefits 
to achieve consent of a person having control over another 
person) and (iii) a “purpose” (of the intended action/means): 
namely, exploitation.  

Does human trafficking always involve someone 
traveling across borders?   
About 160 countries are affected by trafficking in persons but 
trafficking does not necessary involve victims traveling, 
transporting across borders. In fact, globally about 34% of 
trafficking in persons cases is domestic trafficking which takes 
place within the national borders. Countries that have mass 
migration populations like Myanmar are at higher risk of internal 
trafficking. In Myanmar, domestic trafficking occurs primarily from 
villages to urban centres for the purposes of labour exploitation, 
domestic servitude and sexual exploitation. One girl S who is 
currently under CEDAR sponsored programme was a victim of 
internal armed conflict in the country. S was ‘sold’ by her aunty at 
the age of four to a servant agency to work as house servant in 
Yangon. Her aunty received 10 years salary from the agency by 
advance. However, the current country’s legislation on trafficking 
in persons does not consider S as a trafficking victim. Presently 
some legislators are appealing for a change in laws to redefine 
trafficking in persons as well as its application in domestic 
criminal law.     

Trafficking victims is usually sold by people they 
do not know?       
Based on cases from field partners, sadly in many situations 
victims are cheated, tricked, sold by relatives or friends they 
know. In order to gain the trust of community members, some 
traffickers purposefully stayed in a community for more than a 
year. In a partner project in Nepal, a lady J was taken to India by 
relatives and sold to a woman, who further sold J to a circus. It is 
also interesting to note that women are significantly involved in 
trafficking in persons. Globally about 30% of convicted traffickers 
are women compared to 10-15% of women offenders on all other 
crimes.     

Sex trafficking is the only form of human 
trafficking?  
Sex trafficking is not the only form of trafficking though it accounts 
for 26% of the detected trafficking victims in East Asia, South Asia 
and the Pacific region according to the United Nations Office on 
Drugs and Crime (UNODC). Other forms of exploitation include 
forced labour, organ selling and even marriage. China’s one 
child policy is a major factor for the growing demand of foreign 
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brides for Chinese men because they could not afford the bride 
price or wedding. In Yunnan, our local team works closely with 
local churches and Burmese partners to understand and analyse 
local trafficking situation and related migration issues in order to 
curb exploitation on border areas of China & Myanmar. The 
programme develops a safe migration kit, organises exchange 
visit of church leaders of border areas, establishes temporarily 
shelter at one church, and raises youth’s awareness of HIV/AIDS, 
drugs and human trafficking.     

Children are always safe and protected at 
children homes?    
Children’ care homes are supposed to be places that provides a 
safe environment for boys and girls. However, in reality children 
can face physical and sexual abuse by caretakers or owners of 
children homes, as seen in the North Wales child abuse scandal 
in 2014 that involved 18 children homes. As a project officer, it is 
our responsibility to make sure field partners know the risks and 
take measures in place to prevent potential abuses and protect 
children. Globally, one in three known victims of human trafficking 
is a child. Organised criminal gangs have exploited children 
homes and trafficked orphans, offering prospective jobs to 
orphans after they leave home.      
          
Only women and children are trafficked?   
70% of overall trafficking victims worldwide are females; one in 
three victims is a child and girls make up two out of every three 
child victims. The focus of trafficking and sexual exploitation has 
thus always been on women and children. But what about the 
30% of men and boys? They get trafficked and sexually exploited 
yet they often get much less attention. Perhaps due to social and 
cultural norms that assume men are not vulnerable to sexually 
exploitation, their needs have thus received less attention. 
Besides, sex trafficking of boys is often hidden due to cultural 
taboos. We know, however, in countries like Sri Lanka and 
Afghanistan, boys are more likely than girls to be subjected to 
prostitution. 

In order to launch the fight against male trafficking, our partner 
LOVE146 will conduct a 4-month research this year on the 
vulnerabilities of street working boys to sexual exploitation and 
violence in Chiang Rai and Bangkok, Thailand. They will interview 
120 street working boys to understand their backgrounds, job 
types, earning, relationship with family, feelings, as well as the 
stigma, discrimination and violence they face. We hope the 
research results can help NGOs in Thailand and our donors to 

positively engage in the fight against trafficking with a gender 
perspective to reach out and listen to the needs of the affected.                   
 
Rich cities like Hong Kong has no trafficking 
issue? 
Trafficking does not only happen in far away places, rich cities 
like Hong Kong, New York, London also have trafficked victims 
coming from different countries. Hong Kong is a city of transit and 
destination of forced labour and commercial sexual exploitation, 
though Hong Kong Government disagree. Women travel to HK 
voluntarily for legal employment in restaurants, bars, etc., 
however upon arrival are forced into prostitution under the 
conditions of debt bondage. High profile cases of exploitation, 
abuse of foreign domestic workers like Erwiana S. are evidence 
of forced labour highlighting the needs for better laws in Hong 
Kong to safeguard human rights and prevent exploitation of 
vulnerable victims.  

Is trafficking a problem too huge to tackle?  
While trafficking in persons is a problem we do not have clear 
statistics in its scale and scope, and the crime often involves 
transnational issues such as languages, repatriation processes, 
domestic criminal laws, and various government offices (including 
security, labour, social welfare and law enforcement units), 
significant progress has been made nevertheless over the past 
decade. To date, 160 UN Member States have ratified the United 
Nations Protocol against Trafficking in Persons since its entry into 
force in 2003. Many countries have since passed new or updated 
legislation. For example, Bangladesh is a hub for trafficking 
activities with Bangladeshi nationals trafficked aboard or 
internally. A new Anti-Human Trafficking Act was enacted in year 
2012 and covered all forms of exploitation indicated in the UN 
Trafficking Protocol. Before 2012, its legislation only covered 
trafficking for sexual exploitation but in reality we know many 
were trafficked for forced labour or other forms of slavery.

I need to say again, trafficking is a distressing issue but not 
hopeless. From all the transformational stories I heard over the 
years, restoration stories from trafficked victims are the most 
powerful, demonstrating how the living Spirit that raised Jesus 
from the dead can make a new creation out of complete 
brokenness. Not that all their painful experiences would 
disappear, but our God of Justice has embraced them with grace, 
mercy and love, allowing them to have the strength and a reason 
to journey into eternity.



Help Protect Northern Thailand’s Ethnic 
Minorities from Human Trafficking

“One day, a staff of ours saw a group of bewildered-looking Lahu 
girls loitering at the bus stop,” Pastor Prasang, head of Thai-Lahu 
Foundation (TLF), CEDAR’s partner, told us, “so the staff stopped 
a woman who appeared to be the contact person and asked 
where the girls were heading. The woman only knew that she 
was supposed to take them to an unknown destination, and she 
did not know what they were taken there for.” In fact, the bus stop 
was only a transit for these girls. In the end the TLF staff took 
details of the contact person and the girls and then arranged for 
them to be taken back to their villages.

That is only one of the tens of thousands cases of human 
trafficking that occur every year. It was fortunate that the girls 
were seen by the TLF staff, otherwise they, too, would fall prey to 
the traffickers. In Chiang Mai, Northern Thailand, many teenage 
girls sell flowers to tourists on the streets, but how many buyers 
would realise that the girls are forced labourers that do not get 
paid?

Ethnic minorities living in Northern Thailand are prone to be 
targets of traffickers. Since they speak little Thai, have no identity 
card and academic qualification, they have great difficulty finding 
employment. TLF strives to combat human trafficking: it sets up 
workshops in villages to raise awareness and alertness against 
human trafficking; and forms community networks to link up 
ethnic minority groups, so together they may petition the 
government regarding daily and social issues, fighting for a better 
living environment.

Please support TLF’s work in helping the ethnic minorities in 
Northern Thailand to find security and employment.

STEP INTO THE WORLD

Show Love to the Forgotten Ones

Development of children in China has improved significantly as 
the economy soars, and many UN Millennium Development 
Goals are reached before the target dates. However, urban-rural 
and east-west inequality and disparity are still huge, which means 
it is harder for some children in the western or rural areas to get 
proper education and hygiene services. The Lisu hill tribe children 
living along the mountainous border of Yunnan are an example.

Among the Lisu people living in Ganding Village of Baoshan in 
Yunnan, some were of the highland ethnic group and some 
migrated from Myanmar. They are wanderers working odd jobs to 
earn money; having neither land nor identity, they are forgotten 
and neglected by the society. 

Living in extreme poverty, children wear no clothes in summer 
and only a thin layer during winter. Their shelters are simple: a 
‘kang’ is where they work and sit during the day and sleep at 
night. In cold days, family huddles together for warmth under a 
scanty blanket. Their diet is also simple: rice and soup and 
anything they could grow; cooking oil is already a bonus.

Since they only speak the Lisu language, communications with 
the local is a big problem. Another issue is the violation of the 
stipulated limit of a birth-control policy, as it is common for a Lisu 
family to have four to five children. Without being formally 
registered, these children cannot go to school and are likely to 
continue a life of wandering in the future.

Since 2010, CEDAR has been collaborating with the Baoshan 
City Christian Council (Social Service) to send pastoral workers 
regularly to the mountainous Lisu groups and teach them 
Chinese and the Lisu language. In 2014, trained pastors with a 
burden to educate the migrant children were sent on long-term 
ministry to teach children in the mountainous areas the two 
languages and basic knowledge such as arithmetic and hygiene. 
CEDAR also provides nutritious lunches to children, promotes 
health education to women, and supplies seeds, fertilisers and 
agricultural training to families. With the support of other 
organisations, the Ganding Village School was built last 
September, with around 70 pupils now, and vegetables are grown 
nearby to give the children a healthier diet. We hope the Lisu 
children and families will live a life of dignity.

JOIN HANDS JOIN HEARTS



Slavery and Trafficking Next Door – Interviewing 
Harmony Baptist Church
Interviewer: Jojo Poon

Many think that modern slavery and human trafficking happen 
only in third world countries. However, if you look beyond your 
closest circles, you might realise that these issues are just at your 
doorsteps.

In 1996, Pastor Hartwick and his wife Maylin left the US and 
came to Hong Kong to serve foreign domestic helpers who 
without much support, were exploited by their agents through 
overcharging of referral fees, and often underpaid. “Is this not 
modern slavery?!” asks Maylin. 

“Some of them have no money to buy food and live in hunger,” 
says Maylin with complicated feelings. “We don’t have much 
resources, but it is exactly because we are all poor that we can 
walk together more closely, depend on and experience God’s 
gracious provision.”

Pastor Hartwick and his family provide food and temporary 
shelters for helpers in need. In 2007, they established Harmony 
Baptist Church. Though a small church itself, God has been 
expanding their territory and using them in great ways. In 2009, 
God brought to them asylum seekers from Pakistan, India, 
Bangladesh and Sri Lanka. “We do our best to support them in 
their livings and, more importantly, walk alongside them with 
prayers and care, respecting their value and dignity as a human 
being,” says Maylin. Gospel is no longer just about verbal 
proclamation. Instead, through the mutual trust and respect 
among people, it has become a power of life that can be felt, 
experienced and touched. 

While serving the foreigners and drifters, Pastor Hartwick and his 
wife became part of them. Some people paid close attention to 
their work among the asylum seekers, and even threatened 
Pastor Hartwick and his family. God led them to Wan Chai where 
they met some Filipino women who were trafficked to work in 
bars in Hong Kong, one of them is P, a single mother with four 
children. Her friend referred her to a job at a restaurant in Hong 
Kong, she then borrowed money for air tickets and left home. 
Only after she arrived at Hong Kong did she realise what she is 
getting is not really a “job” but debts that pile up months after 
months. The only thing she can do is to work at bars in order to 
pay off her debts. Maylin says, “This is a complicated issue. We 
are contacting different organisations to provide all kinds of 
support for the affected. We also hope to see more Hong Kong 
churches participating in our work.”

In many people’s eyes, Harmony Baptist Church looks poor, but it 
has been amazingly sufficient in God’s grace. If you would like to 
learn more about God’s work in the lives of modern slaves and 
trafficking victims, please read the full report on our website.

TAKING ACTION

“Unsung Heroes: Inspiring Faith” a Conference for 
Women 

Keynote Speakers> Shadia Qutbi from Bethlehem, Karima from  
                                  Algeria and Cheery Zahau from Myanmar
Date> March 20 and 21, 2015
Time> 7:30pm to 9:30pm, March 20 (Friday), Opening Night 
           Concert (all are welcome)
           9:30am to 4:30pm, March 21 (Saturday), Keynote  
           Addresses (exclusively for women)
Evening Pass> HK$100 for opening night concert
Conference Pass> HK$150 for both days (registration required)
Venue> China Congregational Church 
             (No. 119, Leighton Road, Causeway Bay, Hong Kong)
Enquiry & Registration> http://unsungheroeshk.wordpress.com 
Organisation> Christian Solidarity Worldwide
Supporting Organisation> CEDAR Fund & Asian Baptist 
                                              Women’s Fellowship Hong Kong

CEDAR would like to appeal to churches and Christians for 
regular donations so that CEDAR can continue to support 
ongoing projects. 

Direct deposit> HSBC 600-385678-001 
Cheque> Payable to ‘CEDAR FUND’ 
Autopay> http://cedarfundeng.wordpress.com/donations/
Online donation> http://bit.ly/cedar-online-donation-eng 

Please send us the payment information for donation receipt 
issuing purpose. Donations of HK$100 or above are tax-
deductible in HK with our receipts.

ANNOUNCEMENT

DONATION & PARTNERSHIP

OPERATING STATEMENT

AccumulatedAccumulated
Dec 14 - Jan 15Dec 14 - Jan 15 Jul - Nov 14Jul - Nov 14

Income DonationsDonations HK$   1,905,729 HK$   5,696,703 
Grants   629,343   629,343 
Appeal for ReliefAppeal for Relief   1,890   385,765 
HKSAR Disaster Relief FundHKSAR Disaster Relief FundHKSAR Disaster Relief Fund -   2,889,000 
to India Flood Reliefto India Flood Relief
Other IncomeOther Income 76,600   107,922 

HK$   2,613,562 HK$   9,708,733 

Expenditure Projects Asia   1,003,599   2,797,268 
China   443,495   2,128,258 
Africa   10,650   879,318 

Relief ProjectsRelief Projects   92,401   778,739 
HKSAR Disaster Relief FundHKSAR Disaster Relief FundHKSAR Disaster Relief Fund -   2,889,000 
to India Flood Reliefto India Flood Relief
Education MinistryEducation Ministry   221,043   679,167 
AdministrationAdministration   311,736   884,994 

HK$   2,082,924 HK$   11,036,744 
Surplus/(Deficit)Surplus/(Deficit) HK$   530,638 HK$   (1,328,011)

Please visit our website for a detailed financial statement.  Budget for Feb 2015 to 
June 2015 is HKD4,562,917. Please remember the needs of CEDAR and partners, 
through prayers and donation, to ensure all the project to be implemented.
(Excluded the reserved relief fund HKD1,300,433)
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